
Worship Guide December 8, 2024

Week 2: The Heart of Advent

Topic: “Resting in God’s Peace When Life Is Unsettling”

Opening Prayer:  Series Prayer 

Lord, as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ, help us to find inner peace amidst 
the busyness of the season. May your presence calm our minds and fill us with your love. 
We pray for peace in our world, where conflict and strife seem overwhelming. May your light 
shine in the darkest places, bringing hope and healing to all. During this Advent season, 
bless our families with unity and understanding. Help us to communicate with love and 
patience, fostering an atmosphere of peace in our homes. We ask for peace in our 
communities. Guide our leaders to make wise decisions that promote harmony and justice. 
May we be instruments of your peace in every interaction. Lord Jesus, as we await your 
arrival, fill our hearts with your peace. May the joy of your coming dispel our fears and 
anxieties, and may we share that peace with all those we encounter. Amen.

Call to Worship:  

Leader: Come, let us find rest in God's peace, a peace that surpasses all understanding, 
even in unsettling times.
People: May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace as we trust in Him. (Romans 15:13)

Leader: Jesus, our Prince of Peace, brings wholeness to our hearts, families, and 
communities.
People: In Him, we are reconciled, for He Himself is our peace. (Ephesians 2:14)

Leader: Let Christ's peace rule in our hearts, leading us in gratitude and grace.
All: We come, ready to receive His peace, and to share it with a world in need. Amen.
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Personal Reflection: 

What might be standing in the way of you fully experiencing God’s peace in this season, 
and how can you begin to release those barriers into God's care?

Songs of Praise:

1)  “Jesus Oh What A Wonderful Child” Mariah Carey

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hPCyMkDxh0M

2) “Silent Night” UMH 239

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7hnvcglvC9w

Optional Song of Your Choice: Find a song that you can meditate to sing.

Prayer of Illumination (All say together): 

God of peace, calm our hearts and open our minds to your Word. Let your presence fill us, 
bringing rest and understanding. May we receive and share your peace today. Amen.

Sermon of the week: Watch The Vine UMC Sermon on Facebook or Youtube, 
“Resting in God’s Peace When Life Is Unsettling” 

Song of Reflection: 

“Jesus Is the Reason for The Season” Kirk Franklin 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u0iD7W1_MF4

Closing Hymn:  

“Let There Be Peace on Earth” UMH 431

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SjfgQjuInTo

Benediction:  

May the Lord of peace bless you with peace at all times and in every way. Go with a heart 
open to God's presence, trusting that this peace will guide you through the Advent season 
and beyond. Amen.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hPCyMkDxh0M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7hnvcglvC9w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u0iD7W1_MF4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SjfgQjuInTo


Additional Notes:

Join a Branch (Small Group): 

Our mission to be "A Movement of Living Love," is a call to each community member to join 
in a sacred endeavor, to become part of a transformative movement that seeks to change 
lives and, ultimately, the world. We aim to create not just a church but a vibrant, living 
community that reflects the Kin-dom of God here on Earth, a community where each 
individual is not just a member but an active participant in bringing our vision to life. 
"Cultivating Communities of Hope, Healing, and Belonging" is not just our vision; it's our 
calling. It's an invitation to all of us to engage deeply, love freely, and live fully, all while 
anchored in the transformative power of Christ through the Holy Spirit. Meetings start 
Tuesday Evenings 6pm (CDT)

Ways to Support the Vine UMC: 

· Mail donations to The Vine UMC at 2621 Nolensville Pk, Nashville, TN 37211
· Donate Online at www.thevineumc.church/support-us 

Next Week in our “The Heart of Advent” series, “Discovering Unspeakable Joy”
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