
Worship Guide January 5, 2025

Baptism of the Lord Sunday

Topic: “Baptism of the Lord”

Opening Prayer: 

Almighty, eternal God, When the Spirit descended upon Jesus at His baptism in the Jordan, you 
revealed Him as your own beloved Son.  Keep us, your children born of water and the Spirit faithful to 
our calling.  We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

Call to Worship:  

Leader:  Holy Triune God, author of community,
All:  Come baptize us. Remind us what it means to belong to one another.
Leader:  God who tears the heavens, come baptize us.
All:  Reveal to us your power that ushers in new realms.
Leader:  God who calls us beloved, come baptize us.
All:  Declare to us your great delight and hold us in your pleasure.
Leader:  God of vulnerability, come baptize us.
All:  Welcome us into the paradox of strength that comes from weakness.
Leader:  Together, let us remember this day.
All:  In the Creator’s love we are held, into Christ’s body we are baptized, and by 
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the Spirit’s power, we are claimed. All glory to God. Amen 
(https://calltoworshipjournal.org)

Songs of Praise:

1)  “Holy Water” - We the Kingdom

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l0xhhG1Hyos

2) “For the Beauty of the Earth” UMH #92

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q73Jrz1uDVI

Optional Song of Your Choice: Find a song that you can meditate to sing.

Prayer of Illumination (All say together): Wesley Covenant Prayer
I am no longer my own, but yours.
Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will;
put me to doing, put me to suffering;
let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you,
exalted for you, or brought low for you;
let me be full,
let me be empty,
let me have all things,
let me have nothing:
I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things
to your pleasure and disposal.
And now, glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
you are mine and I am yours. So be it.
And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven.
Amen.

Sermon of the week: Watch The Vine UMC Sermon on Facebook or Youtube, “Baptism 

of the Lord” by Rev. Monica Mowdy

Song of Reflection: 

https://calltoworshipjournal.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l0xhhG1Hyos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q73Jrz1uDVI


“Jesus Paid It All”  Reawaken Hymns

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YPYn7CErBpM

New Service of Reaffirmation of the Baptismal Covenant

(https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/new-service-of-reaffirmation-of-
the-baptismal-covenant)

Introduction

Sisters and brothers in Christ:
 through the sacrament of baptism
 God's Spirit has been poured out upon water,
 water poured over and immersing us,
 water that flows freely for all who will receive it,
 water from the streams of God's saving power and justice,
 water that brings hope to all who thirst for righteousness,
 water that refreshes life, nurtures growth, and offers new birth.

Today we come to the waters,
 to renew our commitments
 in each other's presence
 to Christ who has raised us,
 the Spirit who has birthed us,
 and the Creator who is making all things new.

Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith

And so I ask you, will you turn away from the powers of sin and death?

We renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness,
 Reject the evil powers of this world,
 And repent of our sin! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YPYn7CErBpM
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/new-service-of-reaffirmation-of-the-baptismal-covenant
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/new-service-of-reaffirmation-of-the-baptismal-covenant


Will you let the Spirit use you as prophets to the powers that be?

We accept the freedom and power God gives us
 To resist evil, injustice, and oppression
 In whatever forms they present themselves! 

Will you proclaim the good news and live as disciples of Jesus Christ, his body on 
earth?

We confess Jesus Christ as our Savior,
 put our whole trust in his grace,
 and promise to serve him as our Lord,
 in union with the church which Christ has opened
 to people of all ages, nations, and races!

Will you be living witnesses to the gospel, individually and together, wherever you are, 
and in all that you do?

We will remain faithful members of Christ's holy church
 And serve as Christ's representatives in the world. 

Will you receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments?

We affirm and teach the faith of the whole church
 as we put our trust
 in God, the Father Almighty.
 in Jesus Christ, his only Son.
 and in the Holy Spirit,
 one God now and forever. 

Thanksgiving Over the Water
 The Spirit of the Lord is with us.



 Even so, come Lord Jesus!
 Let us pray.

Almighty God, the life you birthed in us
 by baptism into Jesus Christ
 will never die.
 Your justice never fails.
 Your mercy is everlasting.

Your healing river flows.
 Your Spirit blows where you will.
 We cannot stop you, God!

But sometimes we try.
 We try to block the flow,
 we redirect the winds of the Spirit,
 or we walk so far away from the life-giving Stream
 that we do not hear its sound,
 and we forget its power.
 We parch ourselves.

We are dry and thirsty, O God.
 Come, refresh us!

Come upon us, Holy Spirit!
 Come upon us, Holy Spirit!

Come upon these waters.
 Come upon these waters.

Let these waters be to us drops of your mercy.
 Let these waters remind us of your righteousness and justice.



 Let these waters renew in us the resurrection power of Jesus.
 Let these waters make us long for your coming reign.

Most Holy God, Abba, Father!
 Glory to you!

Jesus Christ, Savior, Lord!
 Glory to you!

Spirit of fire, Spirit over the waters, Spirit of holiness!
 Glory to you!

Eternal God, One in Three and Three in One!
 All glory is yours, now and forever. Amen!

Remember that you are baptized, and rejoice!

Closing Hymn:  

“How Great Thou Art” UMH 77

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZQnKkmzUXQ

Benediction:  

Remember the promises you made to us in baptism, forgive our sinful ways and heal our 
brokenness. Set us free from all that enslaves us, and raise us to new life in Jesus Christ, 
that we may be your faithful servants, showing forth your healing love to the world, to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen!

Additional Notes:

Join a Branch (Small Group): 

Our mission to be "A Movement of Living Love," is a call to each community member to join in 
a sacred endeavor, to become part of a transformative movement that seeks to change lives 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZQnKkmzUXQ


and, ultimately, the world. We aim to create not just a church but a vibrant, living community 
that reflects the Kin-dom of God here on Earth, a community where each individual is not just 
a member but an active participant in bringing our vision to life. "Cultivating Communities of 
Hope, Healing, and Belonging" is not just our vision; it's our calling. It's an invitation to all of us 
to engage deeply, love freely, and live fully, all while anchored in the transformative power of 
Christ through the Holy Spirit. Meetings start Tuesday Evenings 6pm (CDT)

Ways to Support the Vine UMC: 

· Mail donations to The Vine UMC at 2621 Nolensville Pk, Nashville, TN 37211
· Donate Online at www.thevineumc.church/support-us 
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