
Worship Guide December 22, 2024

Week 3:  “Love Beyond Fear”

Opening Prayer:  Lord, as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ, help us to find inner 
peace amidst the busyness of the season. May your presence calm our minds and fill us with 
your love. We pray for peace in our world, where conflict and strife seem overwhelming. May 
your light shine in the darkest places, bringing hope and healing to all. During this Advent 
season, bless our families with unity and understanding. Help us to communicate with love 
and patience, fostering an atmosphere of peace in our homes. We ask for peace in our 
communities. Guide our leaders to make wise decisions that promote harmony and justice. 
May we be instruments of your peace in every interaction. Lord Jesus, as we await your arrival, 
fill our hearts with your peace. May the joy of your coming dispel our fears and anxieties, and 
may we share that peace with all those we encounter. Amen.

Call to Worship:  

L: We are always looking for evidence that God is with us.
P: That sign is in the One to come--the One that God is sending.
L: We want to know for sure that everything is in God’s care.
P: And so we cry to the heavens in our distress. Our cries are heard! God is responding in 
love and hope.
L: Let us come before God with expectant hearts and spirits!
P: Let us be ready to receive the blessed gift of the Savior. AMEN.
(https://www.ministrymatters.com)
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Personal Reflection:  What are my biggest fears around love, and how do they impact 
my relationships? How do I currently show Christ-like love to the people in my life?

Songs of Praise:

1) “Away in a Manger” Casting Crowns

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EDRWBumrDw0

2) "Love Divine, All Loves Excelling" UMH 384

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OyXu9pU9jJI

Optional Song of Your Choice: Find a song that you can meditate to sing.

Prayer of Illumination (All say together): Holy God, as we seek to understand the depth of 
your love, shine your light upon our hearts and minds, revealing the true meaning of love in your 
word and guiding us to live with compassion, forgiveness, and selfless devotion, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, Amen

Sermon of the week: Watch The Vine UMC Sermon on Facebook or Youtube or write 
your own sermon for week 4

Song of Reflection:  “Behold (with O Holy Night) A Christmas Moment” Arr. Travis Cottrell

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_5Qv3Cvy-5o

Closing Hymn:  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” Chris Tomlin https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=UH7asSGxAxA

Benediction:  May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, our savior and friend; May the love of 
God, binding us together and building us up; May the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, knitting us 
together as a church family; Be with us until we meet again. Amen. (Based on 2 Corinthians 13: 
11-13)
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